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with excessive awkwardness at the beginning of the
interview. The Grand Duchess, however, encouraged
him, inspired him with audacity, and made him every
advance, till at length he vanquished his timidity and
indeed became very daring.

To this scene of transports, adieus suddenly succeeded,
which partook as much of terror, and of despotism, as
of love. The Grand Duchess commanded the youth, in
the most tender but the most absolute tone, to inform
the Grand Duke that he could not accept the rank of
captain, which was intended to be given him. She added
that he must depart, instantly depart; and that his
head must answer should the least circumstance tran-
spire. She, at the same time, pressed him to demand
some mark of remembrance. The terrified youth, con-
fused and trembling, requested a black ribbon, which
she took from her domino. He received the pledge, and
so totally lost all recollection that he left the ball, and
quitted Petersburg, without contriving any means of cor-
respondence, arrangements for the future, or precautions
of any kind, in favor of his fortune. In a few days he
left Russia, traveling day and night, and did not write
to the Grand Duke till he had passed the frontiers. He
received a very gracious answer; and here the affair ended.

This person is returned to, and is now in, the service
of France. He has little firmness, but does not want
understanding. Were he guided he might certainly be
useful; at least, attempts might be made after so extraor-
dinary an incident. But for this it would be necessary
he should go to Russia before there is any change of
monarch, and should tempt his fortune, now that the
Grand Duchess has not so much fear. I am not per-
sonally acquainted with him, but I can dispose of his
most intimate friend, in whom every dependence may be
placed. I have not thought proper to name the hero of
the romance, whom it is not necessary to know, unless it
should be intended to afford him employment. If, on the
contrary, it should be thought proper for him to pursue
any such plan, I will name him instantly.

The Elector of Bavaria is certainly not in good health;
he may not live to see winter; and it is scarcely proba-
7thern,t is to say if the Emperor should determine,, and, as usual, began to caress him, at which he was so
